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THE 


'DISSENTER'S 


CASE, &c. 


Ticannot but ſeem ſtrange to any one that opal take 
a view of this Nation, from the time of her Re- 
formation, to behold withrhow great a-vehemen- 


have run upoptach other, when the differences be- 


can ſhew a greater yand In 
poſition, than the Story of Rpox in Queen. Ma- 
* 7ies time, .who were but juſtall out of the Flames 1n 
+ England, -and had ſcarce ſetled themſelves at Franckfort , 
when they began to ſtigap Differegces about the. ceremoni- 
"ous part of Religion, which (tothe ignominy of our Eng- 
"liſh Nation.) after ended in a malicious Impeach f 
* - "Kpox, for ſome Words he had ſaid agaioſt the 
'a Sermon he had preached ſeveral years before in . 
- bamſpire? 
Þ - I ſhall not here. take upon me to decide who was in 
aſhes grearen fault , but any.one that will take the pains to 
"Took the Story in ExUer's Church Hiſtory, will eafily dif- 
E 'cern where it ought to, be placed. 1 could give ſeveral 
[ - . Inftances, .that the like. gy of Spixit was carried 
3 = *” mg on 


Y 
3 


vx 
Ry 
<A 
4 » 


cy the Tao nes of Church and Diſſenter 
n 


twixt them are ſo. few and ——_ What: 
at acy of Dit-- 


- nr _ 
ws. wo Y A | S - EE  ® 


as = W 7 

= , % acme z $ : 1 ” : 

yy 4 rs Fo > <8,” - "© _ \ an 4 k . ». 

- —_ oo yt P , 4 ' 

. : * Ts c hw 
ow , 


-.”  baSoth ſides through Queen El;zaberhs Reign,and ſo on to 
-this time :-But theſe things are ſo well known, that it 
would be-tedious toTrepeat them. But in ſhort, the feveri- 

ties which were exerciſed by the Church of Exglazd, from 

the time of the firſt ſettlement, after the Reformation, till 

the breaking out.of the late unhappy Civil Wars, were 

ſuch, that wereRevepge allowable, the Presbyterians might 

ealily be excuſed forrailche Cruelries and Severities, which, 

whilſt they were uppermoſt-, were exerciſed upon the 
Church-men. . RE; 

And again ,- the {ame Reaſon might excuſe the Pro- 

edingforthe other fide; fince the Reſtaurarion of King 

(Charles the Second z and at the ſame rate the. like Severities 

might be carried on alternately, acpording to the preya- 

Tency of the Party to all Eternity : /But thele things are fo 

far unbecoming Chriſtians, that they are not to be endured 

© amongſtMen ;-and had Lecretivs,.the' Epicurean Philoſo- 

- »  pher, heard of ſuch things as'thele ,"1'do not doubt but he 

Zavould havecried out with greater indignation, than he did 


© Mac che Story of Agamemagy's Daughter , Tavtum Religiops 
EF} {Butnow is the time, in which, it ever, 
reed. from theſe Miſeries : Now we 
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as his Predeceſſors haye been in fomenting theſe 
ences , which have been ſo long and laſting a plague 
Nation. Tknow there are ſeveral hot Men yet left 
n bortt Parties, that are for carrying on the revenge; bit 
(thank God) they are ſo thin ſtrewed, that I hope they 
will be able to do no hurt. Is 
I muſt confeſs there is one thing now on foot, which 
' ſeems to me'to carry in it a more than ordinary heat ; and 
that is, the late Vote in the Houſe of Commons, for levying 
the Five hundred pounds forfeiture upon ſuch as haye- exer- 
.ciſed any Office 1n the” late King James's time, without 
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- taking che Oath and Sacrament: And indeed,thoughrthe Att 
was principally deſigned againſt Papiſts, yet I my ſeIF could 
be content, that thole Proteſtants that complied with them 
ſo far,as to run themſelves into the ſame offence, ſhculd have 
ſome light ſort of puniſhment, for example to Poſterity : But 
we muſt have a care, leſt in puniſhing them, we putiſh our 
ſelves too, and the whole Nation : God Almighty indeed, 
in the Second Commandment* hath ſaid, The iniquities of 
the fathers ſhall fall upon the children, but I know no place 
in Scripture, where he hath commiſſionated Mankind to 
puniſh one Man for anothers fault ; and therefore when 
the Parliament cometh to conſider, how great an incon- 
veniency the impoſing of the Five hundred pounds Penalty 
will 'be, both to every one of themſelves in particular, and 
the'whole Nation in general ; I do not doubt but they will 
+ either pardon theſe Men quite, or find out ſome other as ef- 
| feQtual, though more convenient way of puniſhment : For 
* to alledge that the Crime and Puniſhment are already 
' ſtated by Aﬀof Parliament,and therefore not to be altered, 
is'a ridiculous ſort of language to be made uſe of to a Houſe 


of Commons, when they are proceeding by vertue of their 
.k ; ve Power ; as if an ACt of Parliament now were nor 
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tent force to annul one made in King Charles the 
-Second's time ; or,' as if it were not as eaſie to change or 
-abrogate an old Law,'as to make a new one. | 
Indeed, in one of His Majeſties Courts of Weſtminſter-hall 
this might be made uſe of as a good Argument ; for there 
"they are bound up- by Rule, and tyed to follow the Me- 
© thods preſcribed chem by Parliament, and not left at large 
= to follow the DifQtates of their own Natural Reaſons and 
” :Conſciences : And yet in this caſe, if the whole Matter 
+ came fairly before them,and the party to be convict,made it 
” appear by ſufficient evidence (I mean ſuch as would be 
=- -convincing to a Jury) that he was a Proteſtant ; and this 
was {forth by ſpecial YerdiCt, it would be a —_ _—_ 
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whether he ought to incur_the Penalties of the Statute of 
the 25th of Cer;24, or no: For the true way of interpreting 
an Att of Parliament, is tolook at the intentof.the Makers, 
and the miſchief it is made : to prevent, which is generally 
ſet forth in the Preambleyz andthe Preamble of the 25ch of 
Car. 2d, runswhus*: ' For privenring dangers which may 
happen from Popiſh Retuſants, and quieting the minds of his 
Miajefties good Subjetts, Be it sna#ed, &c. Now it is plain 
from hence, that this Stature- was' never intended againſt 
any/but Papifts: For what could the keeping Proteſtant Dil 
ſenters out of Office, conduce to the prevention of Dangers 
from Popiſh/ Recuſants ? And any one that is' but mode- 
- Tately -acquainted with the Hiſtory of the time, in which 
this A& was 'made, cannot but know, that to-have madeuſe 
of 'it againſt Proteſtant Diſſenters , would have been-ſo-far 
From quieting the Minds-of his Majeſties good Subjefts, that 
it had heen the ready way to .have inflamed them: And 
leave it to any one'that pretehds/to the Lawzto judge W he. 
cher an ACt of Parliament made for creating a puniſhment 
for a'thing lawful before ,' be'to'be Rrerched furrher than 
the interit of the firft Makers ? -. Crt; res 4 2c) 
I might have driven this Nail :a great deal/further,, 
and have ſhewed you the inconveniences, which have ſe- 
'veral times-already happened, by mifinterpreting the Laws 
intended againſt Roman Catholicks, to extend to Proteſtant 
"Piffenters : Bur I think-all-this beſide the'preſent Queſti. 
-on ;/ for Imuſt Rill tick to my old Poſition, That the Houſe 
of Commons are not at all bound up,orreſtrained by any of 
our ancient Ads of Parliament,in anything they do,as they 
-are part of the'Legillative Power, Theſe indeed are'Rules 
which the'Judges in Weftminſter-hall are 'to be goons by ; 
-and indeed the "Parliament 'Men themſelves, it we take 
-them in their private Capacities : -But as they are part 'of 
the —_— Power, they are bound 'up to no/Rules; but 
the Dictates of their own Natural Reaſon ; ad. 
A | " X this - 


(7). 
- -this tells them, is moſt for the intereſt of the Nation, to be 
done or not done, they are bound in conſcience to do, or not 
do, without any reſpeCt to any former Law, or A& of Par- 
liament to the contrary. 

The only thing therefore that now remains to be dage, is 
to examine Whether the Conſequences of impoſirlF theſe 
Penalties , will be ſo diſmal, as I have before ſurmiſed , 
which I do © little doubt of proving, that I only deſire the 
Members of the Houſe of Commons, to conſider through- 
_ , ly what I ſhalt here lay down. 
3  Thaveonly Acquaintance in two or three Corporations, 
+ \2dſſt we may take our parallel from them, and by that judge 
| the reſt of Exg/and; there ar&fome of them which have 
- - fifteen or ſixteen Perſons apiece in them, and thoſe the 
moſt ſubſtantial Men, and greateſt Traders in the whole 
'Corporati@z,who are liable to the Five hundred pound Pe- 
-.nalties, by #caſon of Offices which they bore towards the 
latter end of King Jameys time, without taking the Oathsz 


Theſe, taking one with another, have fifteen or ſixteen of, 


the Handy-crafts Men of the Corporation apiece , that 
wholly depend wn them ; thef& are the Men to whom 
they vent.their Wares, and often upon truſt ; ſo that if 
theſe- break;,*they do n6t only loſe whatever was due to 
m, fromthe Man that breaks, but beſides are at great 
es for want of a CRapman, before they can bring their 
Trade again into its ancient Channel,though perhaps at laſt 
- {omecther Tradeſman cometh and ſupplies the place of him 
| tTthatis broke, andwith much ado, the poor Workman at 
* . laft recovers. But ſuppoſing this Diſtemper ſhould run 
© generally throughout Exg/end at once, and inſtead of (ix- 
teen only, fiveor ſix' break .in every Corporation through- 
'out England at one time ; Whether would not this, inſtead 
of a lols'for a time, be the certain ruin of all the fſixteea 
poor Handy-crafts Men, which had their dependance upon 
cach of them ? For-ia this Caſe there would be no body 
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left to: ſupply the place of him that breaks; it would cer- 
tainly calt ſuch ageneral damp upon all manner. ot+. Trade, 
| that it is mightily to be-queſtioned Whether the Nation 
| would ever be able to recover it ; at leaſt ir would unhinge 
oc for three or four years: And I only deſire any 
onetFconſider how many thouſands of Families.in England, 
in the mean while, would be undone by-it ? Whether this 
at laſt would not certainly come: home-to ' the Gentlemens 
own Doors ? For though tew of rthem-be immediately. con- 
cerned in Trade themſelves, yet it 15 -ypon this that the 
have their dependance : Hagdy-cratts'Men take their Lands 
' off their hands, and that is if which- makes thimlet dearer 
near great Towns ; ant theſgyMeg be ruined, Rents muſt 
of conſequence fall, not only near Corporations, but all o- 
ver Engiand ; for itis the Tradirhy part of the Nation,” that 
makes the greateſt conſumption ol all our Cammodities; 
they eat up our Beef and Mutton, they work up;our Wool, 
they drink our Ale, conſume our Corn ; and if they be 
pinched, all theſe Commodities muſt neceſſarily le in Te- 
nants hands, and then how ſhall they-be-able-to-pay- their 
Rents ? But perhaps it may be thought unreaſonable! to 
reckon dixteen to. # Corporation throughout England, that 
are Iyable to the Penalties of the 25:thof Charts the Second, 
or that the impoſing a Five hundred nd Penalty, -muſt 
cauſe every Man of theſe to break- Lmuſt confeſs to reckon 
ſixteen to a Corporation , is more .than- the: Caſe witl 
bear ; but taking one Corporation with another, it will. be 
a modeſt reckoning to reckon that there are half the num- 
ber lyable to the Pegalties.in each Corporation ;. for it was 
King James's buſineſs towards. the latter end of his"time to 
engage the Presbyterian party, as much as he-could,/in the 
lame irregularities, which he was guilty of himſelf, that ſd. 
by making them lyable to the; laſh of the Laiv,.he: might 
make it their intereſt to ſupport him , leſt if hefhonld fall, 
they ſhould þe called to an account : In purſuance to this 
| (though 
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(thongh not with the effe&t he hoped forYhe picks out all the 
leading Men of the Party, which muſt neceſſarily be the Tra+ 
ders, which are generally the richeſt, and thoſe upon whom 
the reſt have their dependance;and upon theſc,he in a man- 
ner impoſes by force all manner of Offices ia Corporations, 
with the Penalty of incurring his diſpleaſure, upon all ſuch ml 
as ſhould dare to take the Oaths required by Law. - 

Now any one that hath obſerved with how great Indu- 
try this Project was carried on ; how many People imploy- 
edin it, and that neither colt nor pains were ſpared in any 
thing that might conduce to the accompliſhment of it, can- 
not without betraying his own Judgment, compute fewer 
than eight to a Corporation : And if for every eight that 
are lyable to the Penalties, we only reckon that five will © 
break, it is ſufficient to do my buſineſs, 

Now to prove that we may reckan this,.let us conſider , 
that the Trade of this Nation links Men together after ſuch 
a manner, that they depend wholly upon one another : 
We ſeldom ſee one Man break, but four or live break pre- 
ſently after him, at leaſt his Misfortune is a great weakning 
to all his Neighbours ; and if this be the conſequence of 
one Man's misfortunes, we may eaſily gueſs what will! be 
the conſequence of ſo many breaking at once, as it is plain 
they will do, if theſe Five hundred pound forfeitures be im- 
poſed upon them ; . for if we conlider what is generally the 
eſtimate of a Country Tradeſman's Stock, we {hall find that 
Five hundred pounds will make a great hole in ir, | 

Indeed, there are ſome few that are worth Four or five 
thouſand pounds apiece, but for one that is, there are ten 
that are not worth above Two thouſand, twenty that are 
not worth One thquſand, and thirty that are not worth as, 
bove Four or five- hundred pounds apiece. | 

Now the firſt ſort are ſo few in number,that they are not 
worth our conſideration : But who can imagine that the 


Two thouſand pound Men will not tranſlate tkemfelvgs into 
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Holland, or any other Trading Country , rather than loſe 
a fourth part of 'what they are worth ? and if fo, much 
more-the third Sort that loſe half: And as for the fourth 
Sort, which are the moſt conſiderable, becauſe the moſt 
incurable, it is all one whether they run away or no ; be- 
cauſe if they do-not,the Forfeitures will certainly break rheir 
backs, and make them Beggars at home 4 fo that if this 
be granted, all that I haye-daid down before, will not only 
naturally follow, but we als Toſe another great Branch of 
our deſign/, that is, the vaſt ſum of Mony, that this Bgp 
ſecution (for it will be the greateſt, if it goeth on, that e- 
ver fell upon the Proteftants in England, {ince Queen Ma- 
| ries days is to bring into the Treaſury ; for it is plain from 
p the Premiſes, that the generality of thoſe that are concern- 
ed, will ſo order their Matters, that though His Majeſty 
may perhaps have the keeping of {ome of their Carcaſes, 
he 1s likely to have very little to do with their Eſtates. 

It will be needleſs toadd, that theſe very Men, that are 

A now under the cenſure of the Houſe of Commons , have 
i both by their Contributions to, and readineſs to aſſiſt thoſe 
. that were in Arms for His Majeſty , when Prince of Oraxge, 
and by their demeanor, ſince he came to the Crown (which 
I wiſh I could as truly fay of ſome others) ſhew'd them- 
ſelves as much for His Majeſties Intereſt, as any. 

It will alſo be needleſs to add, how much King James 
was miſtaken, when he turned out theſe Mens Predecel. 
ſors, who made it apparent by the Civility and good Lan- 
guage they treated tho!e Men with ,. that were in Arms 
ali. for the delivery of the Nation, what was to have been 
expected from them, had they been in Authority, 

SHER. This I fay is needleſs, for fince it is apparent, that the 
| poſing the Five hundred pound Forfeitures upon all the 
WS alivted People, that were in Office in the latter end of 
pg James's time, will be the run of ſo many thouſands 
Fradeſmen in this Kingdom ; - and by the con- 
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 fequence_a general impoveriſhment to the Nation ; fince+» 

every z not excepting the Members: of Parliament 
themſelves, will be loſers, and neither the'King, nor any 
body elſe gainer by it ; ſince itis as ealie and lawful, and 
a great deal more commendable- to pardon the Offence , 
than impoſe the Penaltie ; eſpecially ſince it was never 
the iritent of the Law- makers themſelves, that it ſhould 
fall upon Proteſtants ; no doubt, but the Parliament will 
take care, either to exempt all Proteſtants from the pu- 
niſhment, or at leaſt to change it to ſomething elſe, that 
will produce none of theſe diſmal effeQts. 
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